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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: The Application filed 09/30/03. 

2. Claims 1-29 are pending in this case. Claims 1,11, and 23, are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 1-4, 6-14, 16-19, 21-25, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Anuff et al (US-6,327,628 12/04/01). 

-In regard to substantially similar independent claims 1,11, and 23, Anuff teaches a 
method for generating a page/graphical user interface, the method comprising: 

determining a data source specification (column 3, lines 61-67; column 4, lines 1-5; 
column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-67) and a layout specification for the page (column 2, 
lines 3-12; column 4, lines 6-14; column 7, lines 65-67; column 8, lines l-64)(Fig. 5a & 5b); the 
data source specification and layout specification being declaratively specified by a user (column 
2, lines 1-12; column 3, lines 44-67; column 4, lines 1-14), the data source specification 
including access information for a data source (column 3, lines 58-67; column 4, lines 1-5; 
column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-62; column 13, lines 53-67; column 14, lines 1-9); 
retrieving data for the data source based on the data source specification and the access 
information (column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-67); determining a layout for the data 
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based on the layout specification (column 2, lines 3-12; column 4, lines 6-14; column 7, lines 65- 
67; column 8, lines l-64)(Fig. 5a & 5b); and generating the page using the data and the 
determined layout (column 2, lines 1-20; column 3, lines 44-65: "HTML web page"). 

-In regard to dependent claims 2, 12, and 24, Anuff teaches wherein the data source 
specification comprises a data type for the data source (column 3, lines 61-67; column 4, lines 1- 
5; column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-67). 

-In regard to dependent claims 3 and 13, Anuff teaches wherein the data type comprises 
at least one of a spreadsheet data type, XML data type, SQL data type, web service data type, 
and a web page data type (column 3, lines 61-67; column 4, lines 1-5; column 7, lines 5-25; 
column 10, lines 52-67). 

-In regard to dependent claims 4, 14, and 25, Anuff teaches wherein the access 
information comprises a path to the data source (column 3, lines 58-67; column 4, lines 1-5; 
column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-62; column 13, lines 53-67; column 14, lines 1-9). 

-In regard to dependent claims 6, 16, and 27, Anuff teaches wherein the data source 
specification comprises a filtering specification that filters data retrieved from the data source 
(column 7, lines 20-22: "obtain filtered data from a network location"). 
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-In regard to dependent claims 7, and 18, Anuff teaches wherein the layout specification 
comprises a tabular layout (column 4, lines 6-14; column 7, lines 65-67; column 8, lines 1- 
64)(Fig. 5a&5b). 

-In regard to dependent claims 8 and 19, Anuff teaches wherein determining the layout 
comprises formatting the retrieved data using the specified layout (column 2, lines 3-12; column 

4, lines 6-14; column 7, lines 65-67; column 8, lines l-64)(Fig. 5a & 5b). 

-In regard to dependent claims 9, 21, and 28, Anuff teaches wherein the page comprises a 
web-based page (column 3, lines 44-47: "HTML web page")(Fig. 2). 

-In regard to dependent claims 10, 23, and 29, Anuff teaches wherein the page comprises 
a portlet (column 3, lines 44-47: "modules containing the resources")(Fig. 2). 

-In regard to dependent claim 17, Anuff teaches wherein the layout interface comprises 
one or more layout options that enables the user to declaratively specify a layout type (column 2, 
lines 3-12; column 4, lines 6-14; column 7, lines 65-67; column 8, lines l-64)(Fig. 5a & 5b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5, 15, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anuffet al (US-6,327,628 12/04/01). 

-In regard to dependent claims 5, 15, and 26, Anuff teaches wherein the user can 
customize the portal to access a particular type of resource on a network (column 3, lines 58-67; 
column 4, lines 1-5). Anuff also teaches wherein the user selected accessed resource could be 
external web sites (column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-67). Anuff does not specifically 
teach wherein the access the path to these resources comprises a URL. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for the access of said web 
sites to have included utilizing the sites URL's, because it was notoriously well known at the 
time of the invention that URL's provided the benefit of accessing resources on the Internet. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anuff et al (US- 
6,327,628 12/04/01) in view of Maslov (US-6,53 8,673 03/25/03). 

-In regard to dependent claim 20, Anuff teaches wherein the user can customize the 
portal to access a particular type of resource on a network (column 3, lines 58-67; column 4, 
lines 1-5). Anuff also teaches wherein the user selected accessed resource could be external web 
sites (column 7, lines 5-25; column 10, lines 52-67). Anuff does not specifically teach wherein 
the data source interface does not include the access information for the data source before it was 
declaratively specified by the user. Maslov teaches wherein the a data source interface includes 
the access information (i.e. URL) for the data source only after it was declaratively specified by 
the user (column 5, lines 43-45 & 63-67; column 8, lines 56-62: "includes URL address"). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for the 
data source interface to have not included the access information before the user specified the 
data source, because Maslov teaches that it was notoriously well known in the art that before the 
interface could know the access information the user must have browsed to the data source first 
(column 5, lines 43-45 & 63-67; column 8, lines 56-62: "includes URL address"). Maslov taught 
that this provided the benefit of only showing/storing the access information of specific user 
designated data sources (column 5, lines 43-45 & 63-67; column 6, lines 15-19; column 8, lines 
56-62: "includes URL address"). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Please note the additional prior art references listed on the supplied PTO-892 form. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam L. Basehoar whose telephone number is (571)-272-4121. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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